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— XiJinpin

Wewanttohavenotonlymountainsofgold,butalsomoun-
tainsofgreen.Ifwemustchoosebetweenthetwo,wewouldrath-
erhavethegreenthanthegold.Andinanycase,greenmountains 

arethemselvesgoldmountains.①

g

①SelectedWorksofXiJinpingonEcologicalCivilization,VolumeI,CentralPartyLiteraturePress,2025,p.16.
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Foreword
Thepursuitofhappinessissharedbyhumanity.Thereexistsnocountrywhosepop-

ulacedoesnotcherishbeautifulNaturenoryearnforanidylliclifeamidlucidwaters,
lushmountains,resonantbirdsongs,andflowerfragrances.
Yet,gravechallengessuchasclimatechange,lossofbiodiversity,andenvironmental

pollutionareplungingthewholeworldintoanunprecedentedplightonthesustainable
developmentfront.Facedwiththeescalatingecologicalcrises,Chinahasresolutelycho-
sentotacklethesechallengeshead-on.Throughitsdynamicimplementationofthecon-
ceptthat"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets",Chinahasresolved
thedevelopment-conservationdilemmaandbuiltagreenerfutureinresponse—afeat
thatcommandsglobalattention.
OnAugust15,2005,duringaninspectionofYucunVillage,Anji,XiJinping,then

SecretaryoftheZhejiangProvincialCommitteeoftheCommunistPartyofChina
(CPC),proposedforthefirsttimewithvisionaryandstrategicforesighttheconcept
that"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets",startinganewchapterin
China'secologicalprioritizationandgreendevelopment.Sincethe18thNationalCon-
gressoftheCommunistPartyofChina,eco-civilizationaladvancementhasbeenincor-
poratedintotheFive-SphereIntegratedPlan.Theconceptthat"lucidwatersandlush
mountainsareinvaluableassets"hasbecomethecorephilosophyandactionframework
foreco-civilizationconstruction,openinganewchapterinChina'secologicalprogress.
Guidedbythisconcept,Chinaembarkedonthepathofsystematicecologicalgover-
nancewithafirmdeterminationforeco-environmentaladvancement.Asaresult,smog-
chokedskiesregained"azurehues","mosquito-and-fly-infestedwaterways"witnessed
crystallineflowsrestored,yellowearthdonnedverdantgarments,andthelandsonce
sterilehavebecomefertileforgreenandcleanenergy.Dilemmasoncedeemedirrecon-
cilablehavebeentransformedintoascrollofwin-winsynergy.
Inashortspanoftwodecades,thesparkofthoughtignitedinYuVillage,Zhejiang

hasburgeonedintoalarge-scalepracticeacrossthegreatlandofChina.Lucidwaters
andlushmountainsareatoncenaturalandecologicalassetsaswellasasourceofsocial
andeconomicwealth.Bypersistinginformulatingdevelopmentstrategiesfromthevan-
tagepointofharmonybetweenhumanityandnature,Chinahasblazedanewtrailof
civilizationadvancementcharacterizedbyproduction-baseddevelopment,affluentliv-
ing,andsoundecology.ThisgreenpathofdevelopmenthasbenefitedbothChinaand
therestoftheworld.FromthebuildersofSaihanbaForestFarmtoZhejiang'sGreen
RuralRevivalProgram,fromAlipay's"AntForest"initiativetoZhejiang's"BlueRecy-
cling"marineplasticwastemanagementmodel,andfurthertoChinesescientistsre-
searchingondesertificationpreventionandcontrolawardedtheScienceandInnovation
Award"….ChinahasrepeatedlyreceivedtheUnitedNationsEnvironmentPro-
gramme's"ChampionsoftheEarth"award,underscoringitsmajortransitionfroma
participanttoaleaderinglobalenvironmentalgovernance.
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Atthismoment,vibrantecologicalscrollsareunfoldingacrossthedivinelandof
China.TheynotonlyrepresentChina'sgreenpledgetothefuture,butalsoinstillro-
bustconfidenceandstrengthintoglobaleffortstoaddressecologicalchallenges.Inpre-
sentingthisreport,wehopeyouwilljoinusinfeelingthegreenpulseofChinesecivili-
zationandcomprehendingthevisionaryphilosophythatpenetratesthefutureandbene-
fitshumanity,illuminatingwithitstheoreticalradiance,practicalpotency,andfar-reach-
ingglobalinfluence.
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Chapter1
The Conceptof"Lucid Watersand Lush
MountainsAreInvaluableAssets"—ATheo-
reticalInnovation

"Lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets"isanoriginalideathatrepre-
sentsahallmarkofChina'seffortsindevelopingitsecologicalcivilization.Itrevealsthe
multiplevaluepursuitsofharmonybetweenhumanityandnature,amongpeople,and
betweenhumanityandsocio-economicdevelopment.Itreflectstheuniquephilosophi-
calthinking,culturaldepths,andlinguisticcharmoftheChinesenation.Originatingin
asmallvillage,thisconcepthasseenitsapplicationextendedacrossthecountryand
wonbroadinternationalrecognition.ItprovidesChinesewisdomandaChinesesolu-
tionforbuildingacleanandbeautifulworldandacommunitywithasharedfuturefor
humanity.

1.1HistoricalBackgroundoftheConcept'sForma-
tionandDevelopment

Inthelate1970s,Chinaembarkedonagreatjourneyofreformandopening-up.
ItisanessentialpathtonationalprosperityandguidesChina'seconomicdevelop-
menttowardhistoricachievements.Amiditsfastdevelopment,ahostofever-promi-
nentproblems,suchasenvironmentalpollution,increasingresourceconstraints,and
ecosystemdegradationalsooccurred.Therelationshipsbetweentheeconomyand
ecology,andbetweenhumanityandnaturebecameincreasinglytenseandirreconcil-
able.Insomeproductionactivities,theexcessivetakingofandinterferencewiththe
naturalsystemwentbeyonditscarryingandrestorativecapacities.Atthenationallev-
el,theindustrialmixdevelopedovertheyearswascharacterizedbyhighinputs,high
consumption,andhighemissions;energyandresourceissueswerebottlenecksthat
hadbecomemajorconstraintstothesustainableandsounddevelopmentofChina's
economy.
Atthelocallevel,therushinalllocalitiestoshakeoffpovertyledtoaproliferation

oftownshipenterprisesacrossvillagesandhouseholds,onlytobefollowedbyincreas-
inglyoutstandingenvironmentalproblems.Thetraditionaldevelopmentmodelproved
unsustainable,makingitapressingimperativeofourtimestofindabalancebetween
developmentandconservation.
Asapioneerofthereformandopeningup,ZhejiangProvincewasamongthefirst

toexperiencetheexcruciatingpainsofenvironmentalpollutionasitwasfacing"grow-
ingpains".YucunVillageinAnjiCounty,isatypicalmicrocosm:Thevillagersmade
short-termgainsbyquarryingatthecostofmountaindestruction,streampollution,
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Afterstartingitstransformation,YucunVillageactivelyputthisconceptintoprac-
ticeand,throughecologicalrestorationandeco-industrydevelopment,blazedanew
trailofsustainabledevelopmentmarkedbyenvironmentalbeauty,industrialvitality,
andpublicprosperity.Practicehasproventhattheconcept--lucidwatersandlush
mountainsaregoldmountains--isasoundone:economicgrowthandeco-environmen-
talprotectionarenotan"either-or"choice;rather,theygohandinhandaspartsofa
harmonious,interdependentwhole

anddustyair.DuringavisittoYucuninAugust2005,XiJinping,thenPartySecretary 

ofZhejiangProvince,assertedforthefirsttimethat"lucidwatersandlushmountains 

areinvaluableassets".Henoted:"Inthepast,wesaidwewantedbothlushriversand 

greenmountainsaswellasgoldmountains.Inreality,lucidriversandlushmountains 

arepreciselygoldmountains."① Afterthat,helatersystematicallyexpoundedonthisas-
sertioninmultiplesettingsandsetoutthe"threestages"② inunderstandingtherela-
tionshipbetweenthelucidwatersandlushmountains,ontheonehand,andgold 

mountains,ontheother.

.
Thereisnoendtopractice.Neitheristhereanendtotheoreticalexploration.Since

the18thCPCNationalCongress,PresidentXihasconsistentlyupheldandenriched
thisconcept.Hemadeimportantstatements,including"ecologyitselfistheeconomy,
"③ "placescoveredwithiceandsnowarealsoinvaluableassets,"④ and"high-qualityde-
velopmentandhigh-standardenvironmentalprotectioncomplementandreinforceeach
other."⑤ Theseexpositionshavefurtherenrichedanddevelopedboththecoremessage
andpracticerequirementsoftheconcept.IthasbeenwrittenintotheConstitutionof
theCommunistPartyofChinaandintegratedintotheParty'sgovernancephilosophy,
andhasthusbecomeanimportantconceptthatguideseconomicdevelopmentandeco-
environmentalprotection,anintrinsicrequirementforsustainabledevelopment,anda
fundamentalprincipleforChina'smodernizationdrive.In2018,XiJinpingThought
onEcologicalCivilizationwasformallyintroduced,withtheideathatlucidwatersand
lushmountainsareinvaluableassetssetoutasitscentralconcept,offeringthetheoreti-
calfoundationandpracticalguidanceforbuildingChina'sindependentknowledgesys-
temofecologicalcivilization.

① StrivingtoRealizeaModernizationthatFeaturesHumanityandNature—ADocumentaryRecordofGeneralSecretaryXiJin-
ping’sLeadershipinAdvancingEcologicalCivilization,People’sDaily,July17,2023.
②The“Three-StageTheory” ontherelationshipbetweenlucidwatersandlushmountains,ontheonehand,andgoldandsil-
vermountains,ontheother:Thefirststageinvolvesexchanginglucidwatersandlushmountainsforgoldandsilvermountainsand
anexcessiveexploitationofresourceswithlittleornoregardfortheenvironment-carryingcapacity.Atthesecondstage,onewants
preservationoflucidwatersandlushmountainswhilepursuinggoldandsilvermountains.Atthispoint,thecontradictionbetween
economicdevelopmentandresourcescarcity/environmentaldegradationbecomesevident.Peoplebegintorealizethattheenviron-
mentisthefoundationofsurvivalanddevelopmentandthatthemountainsneedtobekeptsothatlogwoodremains.Atthethird
stage,onerealizesthatlucidwatersandlushmountainscancontinuouslygenerategoldandsilvermountains—thattheyaregold
andsilvermountainsthemselves,thattheever-greentreeswegrowarenoneotherthanmoneytrees.Ecologicaladvantagescanbe
transformedintoeconomicstrengths,forminganintegratedandharmoniouswholeintheirrelationship.
③XiJinping,SelectedWorksofXiJinpingonEcologicalCivilization,VolumeI,CentralPartyLiteraturePress,2025,p.94.
④XiJinping,SelectedWorksofXiJinpingonEcologicalCivilization,VolumeI,CentralPartyLiteraturePress,2025,p.97.
⑤XiJinping,SelectedWorksofXiJinpingonEcologicalCivilization,VolumeI,CentralPartyLiteraturePress,2025,p.279.
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1.2CoreViewsandProfoundImplications

Theconceptthat"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets"(also
knowninshortas"greenisgold")embodiesadeeptheoreticalaccumulationandrich
practicalfoundation.Itreflectsanin-depthunderstandingofthelawsofnatureand
thegenerallawsgoverningsustainablesocio-economicdevelopmentandservesasanim-
portantoriginalanddefiningcomponentofXiJinpingThoughtonEcologicalCiviliza-
tion.
——Lucidwatersandlushmountainsarevitaltopeople'shappylivesLucidwatersandlushmountainsarevitaltopeople'shappylives
Lucidwaters,lushmountains,clearskies,whiteclouds,pristinerivers,chirpingbirds,

andfragrantflowersmirrorauniversalaspirationforabetterlife.Thisconceptcon-
formstopeople'snewexpectationsforabeautifulecologicalenvironmentandquality
ecologicalproducts.Itemphasizesthat"theenvironmentiscrucialtopeople'swellbe-
ingaslushmountainsstandforbeautywhileblueskies,forhappiness."Ecologicalad-
vantagesarepriceless.Whileeconomicgainsdomatterforhumansurvivalandpeople's
lives,thehealthbenefitsandaestheticpleasuresbestowedbynaturecannotbesubstitut-
edorboughtwithmoney.
China'sdevelopmentispeople-centered.Thepeople'saspirationforlucidwatersand

lushmountainsisoneofthegoalsthattherulingpartyisstrivingtoachieve.Witha
BeautifulChinaasoneoftheimportantgoalsinbuildingChinaintoagreatmodern
country,wehavebeenengaged,formanyyearsinarow,inatoughbattleofpollution
preventionandcontroltoimprovethequalityofourecologicalenvironment.TheChi-
nesepeopletrulyfeelthefulfillment,happiness,andsecuritybroughtbyabeautifuleco-
logicalenvironment.Intheannual"HappiestCities"assessmentandselectionactivities
runbyChinaforconsecutiveyears,theecologicalenvironmenthasconsistentlyre-
mainedaveryimportantcriterion.Bothpracticeandactionshowthatlucidwatersand
lushmountainsformthefoundationofabetterlife,protectingtheecologicalenviron-
mentisimprovingpeople'swell-being,andsafeguardingpeople'srightstoasoundeco-
logicalenvironmentenablesthemtofeelfairness,justice,andsocialstability.
——ThedialecticalunitybetweendevelopmentandprotectionThedialecticalunitybetweendevelopmentandprotection
Aproperhandlingoftherelationshipbetweendevelopmentandprotectionisaglob-

alchallengeaswellasatimelessissuefacingthedevelopmentofhumansociety.Conven-
tionalviewsholdthateconomicdevelopmentandenvironmentalprotectionaretwo 

sidesofadilemmaordichotomythatareatoddswitheachother:thedevelopmental 

approachinpursuitofcapitalandprofitmaximizationisboundtodamagenaturalre-
sourcesandtheecologicalenvironment;protectingtheeco-environmentissuretostall 

economicgrowthduetohighcost.Incontrast,the"greenisgold"principleemphasiz-
es,"Wewanttohavenotonlygoldmountains,butalsogreenmountains.Ifwemust 

choosebetweenthetwo,wewouldratherhavethegreenthanthegold.Andinanycase,
greenmountains arethemselvesgoldmountains."
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Economicdevelopmentandecologicalconservationformadialecticalunity.By
changingthedevelopment-relatedphilosophy,methods,andpath,lucidwatersandlush
mountainscanbeturnedintomountainsofgoldandsilversothatwecanachieve
soundcoordinationbetweensocio-economicdevelopment,ontheonehand,andpopu-
lation,resources,andtheenvironment,ontheother.
Protectingtheecologicalenvironmentisitselfaformofdevelopmentandanindis-

pensableelementofhumancivilization.Withoutasoundeco-environment,develop-
mentassuchisnotsustainable.Besides,developmentremainsthedominantthemeof
theworld;itisthefoundationandkeytoaddressingalldifficultiesandchallenges.Eco-
logicalandenvironmentalproblemsariseduringdevelopmentandwillcertainlybere-
solvedthroughdevelopment.Adevelopmentmodelthatismorescientificallyandtech-
nologicallyadvanced,resource-efficient,andless-pollutingcansolveeco-environmental
problemsattheirrootandhelpachieveahigherlevelofprotection.Forthisreason,eco-
nomicdevelopmentshouldnotdrainresourcesordestroytheenvironmentwhileecolog-
icalconservationshouldnotbepursuedtotheneglectofthedevelopmentneeds.Devel-
opmentshouldbeachievedamidprotectionandprotectionshouldbeensuredthrough
development.
——Protectingtheeco-environmentisprotectingproductiveforcesProtectingtheeco-environmentisprotectingproductiveforces
Productiveforcesprovidethematerialfoundationforthedevelopmentofhumanso-

ciety.Withouttheirdevelopment,socialprogresswouldbeoutofthequestion.The
"greenisgold"conceptenshrinestheprincipleandtruththat"protectingtheeco-envi-
ronmentisprotectingproductiveforces;improvingtheeco-environmentisenhancing
productiveforces",withgreaterattentiongiventotheoptimizingandleadingroleof
theecologicalenvironmentinunleashinganddevelopingproductivity.
Foralongtimeinconventionalproductivitytheories,labor,capital,andlandare

treatedasimportantfactorsofproduction.Alongwithtechnologicaladvancementsand
thetransformationofthemeansofproduction,newfactorsofproductionsuchas
management,technology,datahavebeenemerginganddrivingeconomicgrowth
throughouttheproductionprocess.Nowthatsocio-economicdevelopmenthasanin-
creasingrelianceontheeco-environment,abettereco-environmentwillhaveagreater
appealandstrongercohesivenesstohigh-qualityfactorsofproduction,andwillbebet-
terabletopropelqualitydevelopment.Initsturn,eco-environmentalneedsdrivetech-
nologicalinnovation,advancedmanufacturing,andgreendevelopment,turningecologi-
calstrengthsintoproductivitystrengthsandformingnewareasofgrowthforsustain-
ableandhealthysocio-economicdevelopment.
Undertheguidanceofthe"greenisgold"concept,Chinaputforwardthetheoryof

newqualityproductiveforces,emphasizingthattheseforcespersearegreen.Theway
greenfactorsofproductionarebornfromgreen,low-carbontechnologicalinnovation
andmodularinnovationfurtherhighlightsthenewqualityandgreendevelopmentof
thesefactorsastheirinnovativeallocationandintegration,therebyenrichingandadvanc-
ingthemoderntheoryonproductiveforces.
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——EcologicalgovernanceandpovertyalleviationpromotemutualprogressEcologicalgovernanceandpovertyalleviationpromotemutualprogress
Povertyisachronicmalaiseofhumansociety.Intheworldoftoday,hundredsof

millionsofpeoplearelivinginextremepoverty;theeradicationofpovertyisanimpor-
tanttaskfacingmanydevelopingcountries.In2021,Chinaachievedacompletevictory
inthefightagainstpovertybyliftingits98.99millionruralpopulationbelowthepre-
vailingpovertythresholdalloutofpoverty.Thus,Chinaaccomplishedtenyearsahead
ofschedulethepovertyalleviationtargetlaidoutintheUN's2030AgendaforSustain-
ableDevelopment.Inthisgreathistoricprocess,underthe"greenisgold"concept,eco-
logicalgovernanceandthefightforpovertyeradicationwerecreativelyintegratedand,
throughexploration,newmodesofpovertyalleviationwerefoundthrougheco-agricul-
ture,eco-tourism,eco-industrialdevelopment,etc.Thisblazedanewtrailofecological
povertyeradicationforChinabyharmonizingthedevelopmentofecologicalciviliza-
tionandtheeconomy.
JudgingfromChina'sreality,thecountry'sruralareasareendowedwithabundant

ecologicalresourcesandexhibitasignificantagglomerationeffectforfactorssuchas
capital,technology,andtalent.Oncesuchfactorsasland,labor,assets,andnaturalland-
scapesareactivated,resourceswillbeturnedintoassets,capitalintoequity,farmersinto
shareholders,andconsequently,lucidwatersandlushmountainscanbeturnedintoin-
valuableassets.WhileworkinginFujianProvince,XiJinpingvigorouslypromotedJun-
cao(fungasgrassormycorrhizal)technology,listingitasakeyprojectundertheFujian-
NingxiaPairedAssistanceProgram.
Thistechnologynotonlyhasanimportanteffectonsalineandalkalinelandmanage-

mentandsandcontrol,butalsocanhelpfarmersdevelopspecialtyindustriesandin-
creasetheirincome.In1997,JuncaobegantobecultivatedinNingxia.Withinamere
tenyears,ithadbenefited17,500ruralhouseholds,eachofwhichsawanaverageannu-
alincreaseofover5,000yuaninincome.Today,Juncaotechnologyhastakenrootout
ofChinainmorethan100othercountriesandregions,creatinghundredsofthou-
sandsoflocaljobs.ForpeoplelivinginareasinChinawithharshlivingconditions,
fragileecosystems,andfrequentnaturaldisasters,Chinahasadoptedothermodesof
povertyalleviationsuchasrelocationandecologicalcompensationsothattheycande-
velopinareasthataremoreconducivetodevelopment,thusallowingtheecologicalen-
vironmentoftheiroriginalhabitatstoberestoredandimproved.Factshaveprovedthat
onlybyorganicallyintegratingecologicalgovernancewiththedevelopmentofcharacter-
isticindustriesandunblockingthetransformationpathwayfromlucidwatersandlush
mountainstoinvaluableassetscanweachievethecoordinatedadvancementofecologi-
calprotection,povertyeradication,andruralrevitalization.
——"Greenisgold"isanecologicalculture"Greenisgold"isanecologicalculture
Cultureisaself-motivatedformofcultivationandthemostdeep-rootedandendur-

ingforceofacountry.Protectingtheecosystemwithallitslucidwatersandlushmoun-
tainsrequiresnotonlytheexternalconstraintsoflawsandregulations,butalsothein-
ternaldriveprovidedbyecologicalcultureandawareness."Greenisgold"hassubver-
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sivelyreshapedpeople'scognitionofandattitudetowardeconomicdevelopmentand
environmentalprotection,guidingthem,inanincrementalandsubconsciousmanner,in
activelypracticingagreen,low-carbon,andcircularwayofproductionandlifestyle.
This,initself,isaformofecologicalcultureandessentiallyacodeofconduct,asetof
values.Initsessence,"greenisgold"isaninnovativeexpressionoftherelationshipbe-
tweenhumanityandnatureashumansneednotonlymaterialaccumulationoftheirde-
velopment,butalsoasoundecologicalenvironmenttoimprovetheirqualityoflife.
ThisecologicalculturecontainstheinheritanceoftheChinesepeople'ssimpleand
pureunderstandingoftherelationshipbetweenhumanityandnature.Itembodiesthe
culturaltraitofpursuingharmoniouscoexistencebetweenthetwo.
Theconceptthatlucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassetsisrootedin

thelivingpracticeofenvironmentalprotectionacrossthevastlandofChina.Itembod-
iestheChinesenation'sself-awareness,independentstance,andindependentcreativity
withregardtoitsownculture.ThisnotionhighlightsthesubjectivityofChina'secolog-
icalcultureandhelpsbuildculturalconfidenceineco-environmentalprotectioninthe
newera.Today,thebeliefthatlucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassetshas
beendeeplyinfusedintothemindsandconsciousnessoftheChinesepeople,havingbe-
comepartandparcelofthesystemofsocialistcorevalues.Itprovidesrichculturalnu-
trientsfortransformingtheeffortstobuildaBeautifulChinaintoconscientiousaction
bytheentirepeopleandhelpsestablishthegreenandlow-carbonwayoflifeasasocial
norm.

1.3GreatRelevanceandContemporaryValue

The"greenisgold"conceptisChina'sself-developedtheoryofeco-civilization
basedonthecountry'sownnationalconditionsanddevelopmentpractice.Itisinkeep-
ingwiththelawsgoverningthedevelopmentofhumansocietyandeco-environmental
protection;itdemonstratespotenttruthandauniqueintellectualappealinpractice.
WhenviewedwithinthetemporalandspatialcontextofbuildingChinaintoastrong,
beautiful,andharmoniousmoderncountrythatenjoysprosperity,democracy,andad-
vancedcivilization,thecontemporaryrelevanceandvalueheldbythisbeliefbecomeall
themoreexplicitandprofound.
——InnovatingandadvancingmodernenvironmentaleconomicsInnovatingandadvancingmodernenvironmentaleconomics
The"greenisgold"conceptfurtherunveilstherelationshipbetweennatureandval-

uewithitsemphasisthatnatureandtheecosystempossessintrinsicworthandthatpro-
tectingtheeco-environmentmeansprotectingnature'svalueandaddingvaluetona-
ture'scapital,aswellasprotectingthepotentialandmomentumofeconomicandsocial
development.
Fromtheperspectiveofeconomics,theecosystemhassuchpropertiesasitsfounda-

tionalnature,scarcity,andtradability.Byestablishingapriceformationmechanismfor
resources-dependentproductsthataccuratelyreflectstheresourcevalueandscarcity
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andbyintroducingthetradingofrightssuchasenergyuserights,carbonemission
rights,pollutantdischargerights,andwateruserights,wecanfullyleveragethefounda-
tionalroleofmarket-basedallocationofenvironmentalandresourceelementsandthe
regulatoryroleofnaturalresourcesincommodityproductionandsocialincomedistri-
bution,amongothers.Thesetheoreticaladvancesandpracticeshavefurtherenriched
andexpandedthecrucialmeaningsandobjectiverequirementsofMarxism'svaluetheo-
riesasanenrichmentanddevelopmentofMarxistpoliticaleconomics.The"greenis
gold"conceptfullydrawsonthereasonableelementsofmodernenvironmentaleco-
nomicsandglobalsustainabledevelopmenttheories.Byforgingthepathwayfortheir
symbiosisandcoexistencethroughvaluerealization,thisconceptfacilitatestheestab-
lishmentofaneco-friendlyeconomicsystemwithChinesecharacteristics.
——AdvancingalongandexpandingthepathtoChinesemodernizationAdvancingalongandexpandingthepathtoChinesemodernization
Realizingmodernizationhasremainedalong-cherishedpursuitoftheChinesepeo-

plesincemoderntimes.Basedonlongstandingexplorationandpracticesincethe
foundingofthePeople'sRepublicofChinain1949,particularlysincethelaunchof
theReformandOpening-upin1978,theCommunistPartyofChinahassucceededin
advancingandexpandingChinesemodernizationthankstothenewbreakthroughs
madeintheoryandpracticesinceits18thNationalCongress.Throughoutthismonu-
mentaljourney,Chinahasactivelypracticedthe"greenisgold"concept,continuedto
respect,follow,andprotectnature,andattachedimportancetothesimultaneousad-
vancementofmaterialwellbeingandeco-environmentalprogress.Promotingthehar-
monybetweenhumanityandnaturehasbecomeadistinctivecharacteristicofChinese
modernization.
Thankstoalltheseefforts,Chinahasachievedaparadigmshiftinmodernization.

China'sachievementsinecologicaldevelopmentareattractingworldattention,having
emergedasacountrywiththefastestimprovementinairquality,thelargestusageofre-
newableenergy,thelargestandfastestgrowthinforestresources,andthelargestcultivat-
edforestcoverageintheworld.Now,prioritizingeco-environmentalconservationand
pursuinggreendevelopmentisaninternationaltrendthatreflectsthegeneraldirection
ofprogress.The"greenisgold"conceptbenefitsChinaandenlightenstheworld.
Whileofferingaviablealternativeforotherdevelopingcountriesinchoosingtheright
pathtomodernization,thisconceptalsobolstersconfidenceinadvancingaglobalmod-
ernizationthatfeaturespeacefuldevelopment,mutuallybeneficialcooperation,and
commonprosperity.
——InheritinganddevelopingfinetraditionalChineseecologicalcultureInheritinganddevelopingfinetraditionalChineseecologicalculture
Withahistorystretchingbacktoantiquity,Chinesecivilization,proudlyextensive

andprofound,isthesolegreatcivilizationtohaveenduredwithoutinterruptionandde-
velopedasanationdowntothepresentday.TheChinesenationhasalongtraditionof
respectingandlovingnature.TheChinesecivilization,whichspansmorethan5,000
years,hasnourishedahighlyenrichedecologicalculture.Theconceptoflucidwaters
andlushmountainsasinvaluableassetshasinheritedandrevitalizedtraditionalecologi-
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calconcepts,suchas"unityofhumanityandnature"and"Daooperatesnaturally",em-
bodyingdistinctChinesecharacteristics,styleandflair.Inthisconcept,heaven,the
earth,andhumanityareviewedasanindivisiblewhole.Itfurtherconnectsthenatural
ecologicalworldwithhumancivilization.Whileembodyingrespectforthelawsofna-
ture,thisconceptdoesnotcontaindisputeofhumanity'srighttotherationaluseofna-
ture.Itisanachievementinthecreativetransformationanddevelopmentofthefinetra-
ditionalChineseecologicalculture.DeeplyrootedinChina'srichculturalheritageand
embodyingthevitalityofanopenandinclusivecivilization,the"greenisgold"con-
ceptprovidespeoplearoundtheworldwithChinesewisdomforunderstandingtherela-
tionshipbetweenhumanityandnature.Itisanimportantvehiclefordemonstrating
China'seco-environmentalphilosophyanddisseminatingthefinetraditionalChinese
ecologicalculture.
——FosteringandshapinganewformofhumancivilizationFosteringandshapinganewformofhumancivilization
Thebestinheritanceofhistoryisthecreationofnewhistory;thegreatestrespect

forhumancivilizationisthecreationofanewformofhumancivilization.Thedevel-
opmentofanecologicalcultureisahistoricaltrendintheadvancementofhumancivili-
zationandanimportantintegralpartoftheconstantlyevolvingformsofhumancivili-
zationadvancement.The"greenisgold"conceptprovidesanin-depthresponseto
theseuniversalaspirationsthattranscendnationalborders.Itadvocatespursuingapath
ofcivilizationdevelopmentthatfeaturesimprovedproduction,affluentlife,andhealthy
ecosystems.Thisnotonlyresonateswiththeexpectationsharedbyallcountriesforsus-
tainabledevelopment,butalsopointsthewayforwardforhumancivilizationfromthe
vantagepointofharmonybetweenhumanityandnature.
Guidedbythisconcept,Chinahasdeeplyengagedinglobalenvironmentalgover-

nanceandhasactivelyparticipatedandledinbilateralandmultilateraldialoguesand
cooperationinsuchareasasclimatechange,havingachievedamajorshiftfromapartici-
panttoaleaderinglobalenvironmentalgovernance.Asacontinuously-developingChi-
naiscreatingprofoundrepercussionsintheworld,theconceptthatlucidwatersand
lushmountainsareinvaluableassetshasgainedwiderecognitionfromtheinternational
communityandisplayinganever-increasingroleasabondthatconnectstheworldand
fostersmutuallearning.Itoffersmoreintellectualinspirations,pathways,andopportu-
nitiesforjointlyadvancingglobaleco-environmentalprogressandbuildingasharedfu-
tureforalllifeonearth.
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Chapter2
China'sPracticeinImplementingtheCon-
ceptof"LucidWatersandLushMountains
AreInvaluableAssets"

Thetwodecadessincethepropositionoftheconceptof"lucidwatersandlush
mountainsareinvaluableassets"representaperiodinwhichtheeco-civilizationad-
vancementgraduallyevolvedintoacardinalgovernancestrategyoftheCommunistPar-
tyofChina.ItwasalsoaperiodinwhichChina'seco-environmentalqualitytransi-
tionedfromfragmentedimprovementstoprogressacrosstheboard.Guidedbythissci-
entificallygroundedconcept,Chinahastakeninthesetwodecadesecologicalconserva-
tionasanon-negotiabledevelopmentalimperativeandworkedhardtoturntheecologi-
caladvantageshiddeninitslucidwatersandlushmountainsintomountainsofsilver
andgold,enablingitssoundecosystemstounderpinsustainedandhealthysocioeco-
nomicdevelopment.Whilecreatingthedualmiraclesofrapideconomicdevelopment
andenduringsocialstability—somethingrarelyseenintheworld,Chinaalsoachieved
world-renownedmarvelsinecologicalrestorationandgreendevelopment.

2.1SpearheadingtheComprehensiveBuildingofa
BeautifulChina

Sincethe18thCPCNationalCongress,thePartyandsocietyasawholehavereso-
lutelyembracedandimplementedtheconceptthat"lucidwatersandlushmountains
areinvaluableassets".Eco-civilizationadvancementhasbeentreatedasafundamental
strategywhichhasabearingonthesustainabledevelopmentoftheChinesenation.
Throughaseriesofpioneeringendeavors,eco-civilizationdevelopmenthasundergone
historic,transformative,andcomprehensivechanges,fromtheorytopractice,propelling
bigstridesintheefforttobuildaBeautifulChina.
——HistoricchangesHistoricchanges
Sincethe18thCPCNationalCongress,Chinahasexertedunprecedentedeffortsto

advanceeco-civilization,resolvingnumerouslong-standingintractableproblemsthat
peoplehadwantedtosolvebuthadremainedelusiveandaccomplishingimmensetasks
thatwereunattainablebefore.Theadvancementinecologicalprotectionenteredahis-
toricalphasecharacterizedbythedeepestunderstanding,strongestcommitment,most
substantivemeasures,swiftestimplementation,andbestpossibleoutcomes.
Facedwiththepeople'sgrowingneedforafineenvironment,Chinahasprioritized

addressingacuteecologicalchallengesthroughanintegratedapproachwhichcombines
targetedandcomprehensivesolutionsandtacklestherootcausesaswellassymptoms
inanefforttowinthehigh-standardbattleagainstpollution.In2024,incitiesatand
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abovetheprefecturallevel,theaverageconcentrationoffineparticulatematter(PM2.5)
was29.3μg/m?andtheproportionofsurfacewatercrosssectionswithgoodquality
reached90.4%,surpassing90%forthefirsttime.ThemainstreamsoftheYangtzeand
YellowRiversremainedstableinClassIIwaterqualityforfiveandthreeconsecutive
yearsrespectively.ThegoodqualityratioofChina'scoastalwatersreached83.7%,with
24typicalmarineecosystemsremovedfromthe"unhealthy"list.China'sforestcover-
ageexceeded25%whileapproximatelyone-quarteroftheworld'snewgreeningareas
arecontributedbyChina.Theeco-environmentalqualityhasvisiblyimproved,andblue
skies,crystallinewaters,greenshoresandriverbanks,resonantbirdsongs,clearseas,
flowerfragrancesandsilversands,havereturnedtopeople'sdailylives.

Figure1:MajorAchievementsinChina'sEco-environmentalProtection(2012–2024)

——TransformativeChangesTransformativeChanges
Facedwiththechallengeofharmonizingdevelopmentandconservation,Chinaradi-

callychangeditsgovernanceparadigm—shiftingfromconventionaldevelopmentap-
proachesto"ecologicalprioritizationandgreendevelopment",andfromareactiveenvi-
ronmentalgovernancemodelaptlydescribedas("treatingtheheadforheadachesand
thefeetforfootpains")tooneledbythecomprehensivegreentransitionofeconomic
andsocialdevelopment.Thisentailedresolutereadjustmentsandoptimizationofthe
industrialandenergymixaswellasthetransportationstructurewhileactivelycultivat-
inganddevelopinggreenproductivitytoresolveeco-environmentalproblemsatthe
root.Chinaupholdsgreendevelopmentasaprofoundrevolutionindevelopmentalphi-
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—

losophy,havingreducedcarbonemissionintensitycumulativelybyover35% since 

2012.Throughintensifiedpollutionpreventionandcontrolcampaigns,wehavefo-
cusedonreversingthetrendofecologicaldegradation.By2020,thezerosolidwaste 

importstargetwasachievedonschedule,conclusivelyendingthehistorywhendevel-
opedcountriestreatedChinaasa"garbagedumpingground".Byformulatingandim-
plementingtheCentralEnvironmentalProtectionInspectionSystem,Chinahas 

broughtaboutamajorshiftinecologicalgovernancefrom"sectoralresponsibility"to 

"jointParty-governmentaccountability".Publiceco-consciousnesshasundergoneasys-
tematicchange.Theconceptthat"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableas-
sets"(or"green isgold")hasbecomesocietalconsensusandaction,resultingina 

noticeableincreasewithintheentirePartyandnationintheirinitiativeandproactive-
nesstoadvanceeco-environmentalimprovement.China'secologicalimprovementen-
deavorhasundergoneprofoundchangesinboththeoryandpractice.Ithasnotonly 

builtasolidgreenfoundationandfinequalityforChinesemodernization,butalsose-
curedthestrategicinitiativeforbuildingaBeautifulChina.
—HolisticchangesHolisticchanges
Chinaembarkedonasystematicgovernancepathwayinitseco-environmentaldevel-

opmentendeavorbyexertingeffortsacrosstheideological,legal,institutional,organiza-
tional,andworkingstyledimensionsandbycomprehensivelydeployingeconomic,po-
litical,legal,market-based,culturalandothermeanstobeefupecologicalconservation
throughanall-dimensional,territory-wide,andwhole-processapproach.Theall-dimen-
sionalapproachmeansthatithaschangedtheprevioussingle-elementandsingle-do-
maingovernance.Ithascoordinatedindustrialstructureadjustment,pollutioncontrol,
ecologicalprotection,andclimatechangeresponse,andjointlypromotedcarbonreduc-
tion,pollutionreduction,greendevelopment,andeconomicgrowth.Ithasalsocompre-
hensivelyandsystematicallycarriedoutintegratedprotectionandsystematicgover-
nanceofmountains,rivers,forests,farmlands,lakes,grasslands,anddeserts.
Aterritory-wideapproachisdesignedtoovercomethehithertofragmentationsuch

asregionaldisparities,riverbasindifferentiation,andurban-ruraldualisminaneffort
topursuecomprehensiveBeautifulChinadevelopment,buildpilotzonesforBeautiful
China,andpromotethedevelopmentofbeautifulcities,villages,rivers,lakes,bays,and
more.Thisgiganticundertakingspansallgeographicalspaces—urban,rural,terrestrial,
marine,plateaus,andwetlands,etc.—forgingaunifiedgovernancearchitecturefrom
mountaintopstodeepoceans.
Withawhole-processapproach,wehaveabandonedtheend-of-pipetreatmentmen-

talityofthepastbypersistinginembeddingthegreenconceptthroughoutthewhole
lifecycleofsocioeconomicdevelopment.Thisinvolvesbuildinganeco-environmental
protectionsystemfeaturingsourceprevention,processcontrol,damagecompensation,
andaccountabilitymechanismstoensurethateco-environmentalrequirementsareap-
pliedthroughtheentirechain,fromplanning,construction,andproductiontocon-
sumption,wastedisposal,andremediation.
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2.2 High-level protection underpins high-quality de-
velopment

—

The core of the "green is gold" concept lies in proper handling of the relation-shi
p between development and protection, and in supporting quality development with hi
gh-level protection. As China transitions into the high-quality development stage, the s
upporting role of the ecological environment has become increasingly prominent.
Green and low- carbon high- quality development based on ecology prioritization can 

only be achieved through high- level protection. In its modernization drive, China has 

consistently adhered to the "green is gold" concept, standing firm in properly handling 

the dialectical unity relationship between high-quality development and high-level pro-
tection. By accelerating the optimized readjustment of the industrial mix, promoting 

comprehensive and green socio- economy transformation, continuously increasing the 

share of green and low-carbon industries in the total economic volume, and facilitating 

the formation of green production and lifestyles, China has found a path of quality de-
velopment characterized by prioritized ecological conservation, resource efficiency, in-
tensive utilization, and green, low-carbon growth.

—Advancing in-depth green and low-carbon transformationAdvancing in-depth green and low-carbon transformation
Since 2012, China's annual economic growth has averaged over 6.1%, supported by

an average annual increase of 3.3% in energy consumption. In the first four years of
the 14th Five- Year Plan period, energy consumption per unit of GDP decreased by
11.6% in total, equivalent to a reduction of 1.1 billion tons of carbon dioxide emis-
sions, which is close to 50% of the total carbon emissions of the European Union in
2024. Intensified efforts have been made to optimize and readjust the industrial mix
with the construction of the world's largest clean power system and clean steel produc-
tion system. A full-process ultra-low emission transformation or key project transforma-
tion program has been completed, accounting for a total of 930 million tons or approx-
imately 80% of the country's total crude steel production capacity. China's comprehen-
sive energy consumption per unit product in sectors such as steel, electrolytic alumi-
num, cement clinker, and flat glass has reached a world-leading level.

The world's largest carbon emission rights trading market covering greenhouse gases
has been established and has been operating steadily. The national voluntary greenhouse
gas emission reduction trading market has been opened. Both projects are contributing
to the construction of a paid-use and trading system for pollutant discharge rights.

Energy transformation has been accelerated. As of 2024, the share of non-fossil en-
ergy in China's total energy consumption had risen to 19.7% while the proportion of
coal consumption in total energy consumption had dropped to 53.2% . China has
built the world's largest and fastest-growing renewable energy system. By the end of
May 2025, the installed capacity of renewable energy power generation reached 2.09
billion kilowatts, more than doubling that by the end of the 13th Five-Year Plan peri-
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od,withoneoutofeverythreekilowatt-hoursofelectricityinthecountrybeinggreen.

Figure2:PercentageofNationalCoalConsumptioninTotalEnergyConsumption
(2014-2024)

Figure3:PercentageofNationalConsumptionofCleanEnergy(i.e.,NaturalGas,
Hydropower,NuclearPower,WindPower&SolarPowerinTotalEnergyConsumption

(2014-2024)
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——BuildingnationalmajorstrategichighlandsforgreendevelopmentBuildingnationalmajorstrategichighlandsforgreendevelopment
GivenChina'svastterritoryandhugepopulation,theremarkablyunevendistribution

ofnaturalresourceendowmentsacrossitsregionsisrarelyseenintheworld.Coordinat-
ingregionaldevelopmenthasthereforealwaysbeenamajorchallenge.Inpromotingco-
ordinatedregionaldevelopment,thekeyliesinaddressingtheimbalance.Intheregard,
stayingthecourseinecologicalprioritizationandgreendevelopmentisakeymeasure
inimplementingmajorregionalstrategies.Since2012,Chinahastakencoordinatedre-
gionaldevelopmentasamajornationaldevelopmentstrategy,adheringtotheprinciple
of"coordinatingalleffortstocompletekeynationalundertakings".Ithasadopted
measurestailoredtolocalconditionsandcircumstances,implementeddedicatedpoli-
ciesbyregion,andpromotedtheconstructionofgreendevelopmenthighlandssuchas
thecoordinateddevelopmentoftheBeijing-Tianjin-Hebeiregion,developmentofthe
YangtzeRiverEconomicBelt,constructionoftheGuangdong-HongKong-Macao
GreaterBayArea,integrateddevelopmentoftheYangtzeRiverDelta,andecological
protectionandhigh-qualitydevelopmentoftheYellowRiverBasin.Theseeffortshave
givenaboosttocoordinatedregionaldevelopmentandhelpedaccumulatemomentum
forsustainedprogress.
Inbuildinggreendevelopmenthighlands,thecoreliesinthoroughpracticeofthe

"greenisgold"conceptbykeepingtoecologicalprioritizationandgreendevelopment,
andpromotingthecoordinateddevelopmentandconservation.Overtheelevenyearsof
coordinateddevelopmentoftheBeijing-Tianjin-Hebeiregion,PM2.5concentrationhas
droppedbymorethan60%andthecontinuousreductionofwetlandshasbeenre-
versed.
Meanwhile,thetotaleconomicoutputsurgedpastsixconsecutivetrillion-yuanmile-

stonestoreach11.5trillionyuanin2024.IntheYangtzeRiverBasin,thepercentage
ofsurfacewatercrosssectionswithexcellentqualityreached98.6%in2024.Thewater
consumptionperunitGDP(per10,000yuan)intheYangtzeRiverEconomicBelthas
declinedyearbyyear,withtheregionalGDPreaching63trillionyuan,ayear-on-year
growthof5.4%,contributingtoa50.1%shareofnationaleconomicgrowth.Theeco-
logicalqualityindexoftheYangtzeRiverDeltaishigherthanthenationalaverage
whilestrategicemergingindustryclustersinareassuchasnewenergyvehicles,photovol-
taics,lithiumbatteries,andenergyconservationandenvironmentalprotectionareaccel-
eratingintegrateddevelopment.
TheGuangdong-HongKong-MacaoGreaterBayAreaisvigorouslyadvancingits

constructionasaPilotZoneforBeautifulChina,withitsregionaleco-environmental
qualityandgreendevelopmentbenchmarksleadingthenation.Notably,theaverage
PM2.5concentrationofGuangdongreached20.6μg/m?in2024,consistentlyoutper-
formingtheWHOPhase-2InterimTargetforfiveconsecutiveyears.Theregion'snew
energyindustrialclustersurpassedRMB1trillioninrevenue,furtherburnishingthe
greensignatureofhigh-qualitydevelopment.
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——AcceleratingthetransitiontowardgreenlifestylesAcceleratingthetransitiontowardgreenlifestyles
Agreenlifestyleisanimportantelementofhigh-qualitydevelopmentandanessen-

tialpartofthepracticeofthe"greenisgold"concept.Sincethe18thCPCNational
Congress,Chinahasprioritizedfosteringgreenlifestyles,advocatedgreenandlow-car-
bonlifestyles,andpromotedthefirmestablishmentofthemindsetandhabitofthrifty
andeconomicalconsumptionamongthegeneralpublic.Theethosandconsumption
patternofsimple,moderate,green,low-carbon,civilized,andhealthylivinghavetaken
rootacrossChinese.Insomecities,thegreenconceptandeconomiclivingrequirements
havebeenincorporatedintosocialnormssuchasurbanandruralcommunitycodesof
conduct,studentguidelines,andorganizationcharters.Theentirepeople'spublicaware-
nessofeconomicliving,environmentalprotection,andecologicalconservationhas
beeneffectivelystrengthened.Asocialatmosphereofadvocatingecologicalcivilization
hasbeentakingshape,fromsavingwaterandelectricity,opposingextravaganceand
waste,promotingthe"CleanPlate"Initiative,establishingtranquilneighborhoods,re-
sistingexcessivepackaging,andreducingtheuseofdisposableproductstoprioritizing
greentravelmethodssuchaspublictransportation,walking,andcycling.
Consumptionofgreenproductshasbeenexpanding.In2024,theownershipofnew

energyvehiclesinChinareached31.4million,increasingbymorethanfivetimesthe
4.92millionattheendofthe13thFive-YearPlanperiod.Theshareofnewenergy
buseshasincreasedfromlessthan20%tenyearsagotoover80%in2024.Atiered
pricingsystemforresidentialwater,electricity,andgasusehasbeenestablished,and
subsidypoliciesfortheconsumptionofgreenandenergy-efficienthomeappliances
havebeenimplementedtoencourageandguidethepublictopracticegreenconsump-
tion.Thecertificationandlabelingsystemforgreenproductshasbeenrefined.Thesup-
plyingcapacityofgreenproductsandserviceshasbeenenhanced.Over20,000green
productcertificationpapersandmorethan400,000environmentalandenergymanage-
mentsystemcertificateshavebeenissued,rankingfirstintheworldintermsofthe
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numberofcertificatesissued.Newmodesofgreenconsumptionareencouragedtopro-
motetheorderlydevelopmentofthesharingeconomy.

2.3Promotingdiversifiedconversionofecological
values

Overthepast20years,allregionsacrossChinahavemadeunswervinglyeffortsto
protectlucidwatersandlushmountains.Theyhaveacceleratedtheestablishmentand
improvementofanecologicaleconomicsystemcenteredoneco-industrializationand
industry-aidedecologicalconservation.Bycontinuingtocreatenewdriversandadvan-
tagesfordevelopmentthroughhigh-levelenvironmentalprotection,theyhaveexplored
andformeddifferentconversionpaths,i.e.,"protectinggreeninexchangeforgold","ag-
gregatinggreentocreategold",and"leveraginggreentogenerategold",thusdevelop-
ingaseriesofdistinctive,replicable,andpromotablepracticalexperienceanddevelop-
mentmodels.
——"Protectinggreeninexchangeforgold""Protectinggreeninexchangeforgold"
"Protectinggreenforgold"referstoadevelopmentpaththatconvertstheadvantag-

esofecologicalresourcesintoeconomicbenefitsthroughsuchmechanismsasprotect-
ingtheecologicalenvironment,maintainingecologicalfunctions,andleveragingecologi-
calcompensation.Focusedontheprinciplethat"guardingandincreasinggreenery
meanscreatingwealth",thismodelispremisedonecologicalprotectionandrestoration
anddirectlyprovideseconomicreturnsthroughgovernment-ledecologicalcompensa-
tion,transferpayments,policyincentives,andothermeans,thusrealizingtheconver-
sionof"lucidwatersandlushmountains"into"invaluableassets".
Earlyon,Chinahadstartedexploringecologicalprotectioncompensation.Through

mechanismssuchasverticalfiscalcompensation,inter-regionalhorizontalcompensa-
tion,andmarket-basedcompensation,itestablishedanincentivesystemtocompensate
entitiesandindividualsthatcarryoutecologicalprotectionmeasuresinaccordance
withregulationsoragreements.Thecentralfiscalcompensationschemehascontinued
toexpand.From2013to2023,thetransferpaymentfundsforkeyecologicalfunction
zonesincreasedfrom42.3billionyuanto109.1billionyuan,withacumulativeinput
of790billionyuan.Thefundsforwaterpollutionpreventionandcontrolrosefrom
12.2billionyuanfor2015to26.7billionyuanfor2024.
Amongthesemechanisms,inter-regionalhorizontalcompensationreferstotheestab-

lishmentofanecologicalprotectioncompensationmechanismbythepeople'sgovernments
ofanecologicalbeneficiaryregionandanecologicalprotectionregionthroughmeanssuch
asconsultationforthepurposeofcompensationforinter-regionalhorizontalecological
protection.Now,morethan20provincesacrossthecountryhavesignedtrans-provincial
riverbasinhorizontalecologicalprotectioncompensationagreements,coveringmultiple
trans-provincialriverreaches(orsections),includingthoseoftheYangtzeRiverandthe
YellowRiver.By2027,aunifiedhorizontalecologicalprotectioncompensationmechanism
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forthemainstreamsoftheYangtzeRiverandtheYellowRiverwillhavebeenestablished.
Allregionswillhaveessentiallysetuptrans-regionalriverbasinhorizontalecological
protectioncompensationmechanismscoveringkeyriverswithintheirjurisdictions.The
constructionofhorizontalecologicalprotectioncompensationmechanismsformajorinter-
basinwaterdiversionprojectsismovingaheadsteadily.Usefulexplorationswillhavebeen
madeonsuchmechanismsforecologicalelementssuchasforests,grasslands,theatmo-
sphere,wetlands,deserts,oceans,waterflows,andcultivatedland.

——"Aggregatinggreentocreategold""Aggregatinggreentocreategold"
By"aggregatinggreentocreategold"ismeantthepathwaytospureconomicdevel-

opmentbyfullyleveragingecologicaladvantagestodevelopeco-agriculture,eco-tour-
ism,eco-industry,oraneco-plusmodelthatsynergizesprimary,secondary,andtertiary
sectors.Thismodelhasitsemphasison"developinggreenindustriesgenerateswealth".
Itisdesignedtoestablishasustainableeco-economicparadigmthroughtechnological
innovation,brandbuilding,andindustrialchainextensiontoamplifyecologicalre-
sourceadvantagesandpropelthetransitionoftheseecologicalresourcesfrom"poten-
tialvalue"to"realizedeconomicgains".Regionswithastrongecologicalfoundation
anddevelopedindustrieswithdistinctfeaturesmaywanttogivetopprioritytoeco-
plussectorsandbuildeco-brands,turningecologicaladvantagesintohigh-qualitydevel-
opmentassets.Examplesincludedevelopingeco-agriculturalandforestryproductsin
theeco-farmingandeco-livestock/poultryrearingarenaandcreatinggreenbrands
throughdeepprocessingtoachievevalue-addedpremiums.Theculturalmeaningbe-
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hindecologicalresourcesshouldbetappedthroughtheorganicintegrationofnatural
landscapeswithculturalelements—regionalhistory,folktraditionsandcustoms,artis-
ticexpressions,etc.—toproduceculturallydistinctivecreativeproductsandindustries.

Developingeco-tourismandwellnesstourismindustries—transformingpristinenat-
uralenvironmentsintoresourcesfortourism,vacations,andhealthpreservation—con-
stitutesanimportantapproachto"activatinggreenintogold".By2024,China'stour-
istattractionsreceived6.76billionannualvisitswithtotalrevenuereaching481.42bil-
lionRMB.Thenationboasts78,000certifiedgreen,organic,geographicallyfeatured,
andpremiumspecialtyagriculturalproductsalongside1,597majorruraltourismvillag-
esandtowns.Amongthem,15villages,includingYucunVillageofZhejiangProvince,
XidiVillageofAnhuiProvince,andJingzhuVillageofChongqingMunicipality,have
beendesignated"BestTourismVillages"bytheUnitedNationsWorldTourismOrgani-
zation,securingtoppositionforChinaintheworld.
——"Leveraginggreentogenerategold""Leveraginggreentogenerategold"
"Leveraginggreentogenerategold"referstoapathwayforconvertingecologicalad-

vantagesintomeasurableandtradableassetsorservicesthroughtheimprovementof
themarkettransactionsystemforecologicalproductsandthegreenfinancesystem,us-
ingmarket-basedmechanisms.Thismodelisbasedonemphasizing"developinggreen
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marketsandgreenfinanceasanequivalenttocreatingwealth".Throughpolicyguid-
ance,technologicalsupport,andfinancialinnovation,itisdesignedtopromotethepar-
ticipationofecologicalresourcesinmarketcirculation,formingaconversionchainof
"resources–assets–capital"andultimatelyachievingawin-winforbothecological
conservationandeconomicbenefits.InregionsofChinawithgoodecologicalendow-
ments,abundantnaturalresources,andfairlystronginstitutionalinnovationcapabili-
ties,Chinasupportshigh-qualitydevelopmentwitheconomicgrowthinsoundinterac-
tionwithenvironmentalprotectionbyestablishinggreencapitalmarketsanddevelop-
inggreenfinance.Theseincludeissuinggreenbonds,providinggreencredit,establish-
inggreendevelopmentfunds,andattractingprivateinvestmentintoecologicalconserva-
tionandgreenindustryprojects.Bynow,Chinahasbuiltamulti-tieredsystemofgreen
financialproductsandmarkets.Itleadstheworldinbothgreencreditandgreenbond
issuance.Asoftheendof2024,China'soutstandingbalanceofdomesticandforeign
currencygreenloansstoodatRMB36.6trillionanditstotalgreenbondissuanceex-
ceededRMB4.1trillion.
Chinaisalsoexploringthedevelopmentofrights-basedmarketsfortradinginforest

ownership,waterrights,andcarbonsinks,furtherexpandingthepathwaysforconver-
sionfromlucidwatersandlushmountainstoinvaluableassets.Issuedin2024,Opin-
ionsonLeveragingGreenFinancetoSupporttheBuildingofaBeautifulChinapropos-
esenhancinggreenfinancialproductsandservices,developingnewformsandmodels
ofgreenfinance,andmakingthevalueofnaturemoretangibleandaccessible.
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Chapter3
TheGlobalValueoftheConceptof"Lucid
WatersandLushMountainsAreInvaluable
Assets"

Theconceptthat"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets"belongs
notonlytoChina,buttotheworldaswell.OnSeptember7,2013,PresidentXiJin-
pingdeliveredaspeechatNazarbayevUniversityinKazakhstan,whereheelaboratedon
thisconceptabroadforthefirsttime,furtherintroducingtotheworldChina'secologi-
calvisionofharmonybetweenhumanityandnature.Sincethe18thCPCNational
Congress,Chinahasactivelypromotedandsharedthisconcept,workedvigorouslyto
advancethebuildingofacommunityoflifeonEarthanddeeplyengagedinglobalen-
vironmentalgovernance.Bysodoing,Chinahascontributeditswisdom,solutions,and
strengthtothebuildingofacommunitywithasharedfutureforhumanityandthead-
vancementofsustainabledevelopmentformankind.Ithaslaidoutablueprintforjoint-
lybuildingacleanandbeautifulworld.

3.1SolidifyingGlobalGreenConsensus

Intoday'sworld,humanityfacesgraveecologicalchallenges.Climatechangeintensi-
fiesrelentlessly,environmentaldegradationpersistsunabated,andextremeweather
eventstriggerfrequentnaturaldisasters....Whileindustrializationhascreatedunprece-
dentedmaterialwealth,ithasalsoinflictedirreparableecologicaldamage.Protecting
ourgreenmountainsandclearwaters,steadfastlyseekinggreendevelopment,andjoint-
lychartingthecourseforglobalecologicalcivilizationhavebecomeasharedmissionof
thehumanraceforsustainabledevelopment.
——AScience-basedresponsetothequestiononworldeco-civilizationAScience-basedresponsetothequestiononworldeco-civilization
Theconceptof"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets"representsan

understandingofuniversallyapplicablelaws.Ittranscendspurespecializedconceptslike
pollutionpreventionandcontrol,reductionofcarbonemissions,andbiodiversitycon-
servationasitembodiesthephilosophicalwisdomofharmoniouscoexistencebetween
humanityandnatureandthetheoreticalframeworkofsustainabledevelopment.This
concepttranscendsgeographicalandtemporalboundaries,bearingonthedevelopment
andlivingenvironmentoftheentirehumanrace.ItoffersChina'ssolutiontoother
countriesforbalancingdevelopmentandconservationandshedslightonthecourse
anddirectionforhumanitytoevolvebeyondtheindustrialrevolution'sconsumption
patternstowardahigherstageofdevelopmentfeaturingharmoniouscoexistencebe-
tweenhumansandnature.
TheChinasolutionhasagreenorientation.Ithasattractedalotofsupportersfrom

23



theinternationalcommunity.EricSolheim,formerUNUnder-Secretary-Generaland
ExecutiveDirectorofUnitedNationsEnvironmentProgramme(UNEP),hascitedon
manyoccasionsPresidentXi'sconceptthat"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvalu-
ableassets"tosharewiththeworldChina'sexperience.Hebelievesthatthefundamen-
taldrivingforcebehindChina'sachievementsingreenpracticesliesinnoneotherthan
thedeepintegrationofeconomicandecologicaldevelopmentunderthisphilosophy.
MessoudaBahamMohamedLaghdaf,MinisterforEnvironmentandSustainableDevel-
opmentofMauritania,notedhiscountry'skeeninterestinChina'ssuccessguidedby
thisprinciple.China'seffortstodriveglobalgreentransformationandequitableecolog-
icaltransitionandbridgethedevelopmentdividehave"strengthenedourconfidencein
pursuingagreendevelopmentpath."
——HighconvergencewiththeglobalgreendevelopmentconceptHighconvergencewiththeglobalgreendevelopmentconcept
Protectingtheecologicalenvironmentisasharedchallengeandresponsibilityforthe

wholeworld.Ecologicalandenvironmentalissuesareinherentlycomplex,diverse,and
transboundary.Inconfrontingthesechallenges,humanityisacommunitywithashared
future—weeithersurviveorsinktogether.Intheviewsofinternationalvisionaries,the
universalapplicabilityandprogressivenatureofthe"lucidwatersandlushmountains
areinvaluableassets"conceptalsolieinthefactthatitsdeepinsightsonsustainablede-
velopmenttranscendgeographicalboundaries;thisphilosophyhasremarkablesynergy
withnationalstrategiesandglobalcoreagendas.Thecorevaluesoftheconcepthighly
dovetailwithkeyinternationalframeworkssuchasthesustainabledevelopmentguid-
anceoftheBeltandRoadInitiativeandtheUNSustainableDevelopmentGoals
(SDGs),showingastrongpotentialforalignmentwithcross-regionalandcross-civiliza-
tionalstrategies.
TakeChina-Europecooperationasanexample.Thegreenandlow-carbondevelop-

mentpathservesasavitalpillarofdynamicChina-Europerelationsandakeynexus
fordeepeningcollaboration.Thisapproachdemonstratestheexemplaryvalueofnurtur-
ingnewgrowthareasforcooperatingingreendevelopment,jointlyaddressingglobal
challenges,andadvancingsustainabledevelopmentworldwide.TheEUhasactivelydriv-
enEurope'seconomictransformationthroughitsGreenDeal,emphasizingthatdevel-
opmentmustbealignedwithgreentransitionneeds—avisionthatresonates,inlogic
andunderstanding,withtheinnovative,coordinated,green,open,andshareddevelop-
mentphilosophythatChinaadvocates.JeremyRifkin,PresidentoftheFoundationon
EconomicTrendsandasocio-economisttheoristwhousedtoworkasanadvisortothe
EuropeanCommission,notedthatEurope'sGreenDealandChina'secologicalciviliza-
tionvision"sharethesameultimategoaldespitetheirdifferentapproaches".
——AdeepinspirationforglobalecologicalprogressAdeepinspirationforglobalecologicalprogress
Asaconcept,"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets"hasnotonly

profoundlytransformedChina,butalsoinfluencedtheworldsignificantly.Rootedin
China'spracticalexperience,itcapturestheessenceofourerawhilemaintainingitshis-
toricalinitiative.Containingabroadvisionandlong-termperspective,ithasguided
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China'secologicalprotectionendeavortohistoricmilestones.Meanwhile,itprovides
importantideologicalreferencesforotherdevelopingcountriesatlargethatareseeking
leapfrogdevelopmentandthecompletionoftheirmodernizationprocess.Itprovidesa
newpathwayandalternativeforglobalenvironmentalgovernance.

3.2StimulatingtheVitalityofGreenTransitio

JohnB.Cobb,Jr.,the late memberoftheAmericanAcademyofArtsandSciences 

andfoundingdirectoroftheInstituteforPostmodernDevelopmentofChina,ex-
pressedtheviewthatChina'sextraordinaryeffortsinadvancingecologicalcivilization 

havegiventheworldhopeasChinaisabeaconofhopefortheworld."Couchedina 

poeticlanguage,theconceptof'lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets'
conveysapositivemessageandboostsconfidenceinecologicalconservation."James 

Thornton,PresidentofClientEarthandProfessoratOxfordUniversity,said,"China 

green"isacolorofhope—avisionthatbelongstotheentireworldmorethanitbe-
longstoChina."SimonStiell,ExecutiveSecretaryoftheUNFrameworkConvention 

onClimateChange,emphasized,inparticular,thatChinahasdemonstrateditsrespon-
sibilityasamajorcountrythroughdevelopingnewproductiveforcesandSouth-South 

cooperation.Itsremarkableachievementsinrenewableenergyinvestmenthavemadeout-
standingcontributionstoadvancingthegloballow-carbontransition.

n

Intheglobalclimategovernanceprocess,thepolicyreversalbyacertaincountryhas
introduceduncertaintiesintogreentransition.Againstthisbackdrop,Chinahasconsis-
tentlyinjectedstabilityintoglobalclimategovernancewitharesponsibleattitude.No
matterhowtheinternationalsituationmaychange,Chinawillnotslowdownitsaction
inactiveresponsetoclimatechange,weakenitseffortsatpromotinginternationalcoop-
eration,orhaltitspracticeofbuildingacommunitywithasharedfutureforhuman-
kind.
Persistinginleaders'climatediplomacy,PresidentXihasreaffirmedonmanyocca-

sionsChina'ssteadfastsupportfortheParisAgreement,makinglandmarkcommit-
mentsoncarbonpeakandneutralitytochartthecourseforglobalclimategovernance.
Chinajoinshandswithothercountriesinadheringtotheprinciplesofequity,common
butdifferentiatedresponsibilities,andrespectivecapabilitiesanditpushedforthecon-
clusion,signing,comingintoforce,andimplementationoftheParisAgreement.China
activelybuildsafair,equitable,andwin-winglobalclimategovernanceframework.It
hasmadeactiveeffortstoestablishanequitable,rational,cooperative,andwin-win
globalclimatechangeregimeandmechanismssuchastheMinisterialonClimateAc-
tion(MoCA)andmultilateralcooperationframeworksonclimateaction.Insupport
ofotherdevelopingcountries'climateadaptationcapacitiesthroughjusttransition,Chi-
nahassignedclimateactioncooperationandassistanceagreementswithover40coun-
tries.Deeplyengagedinglobalclimatenegotiations,itspearheadedmajoroutcomes,in-
cludingtheUAEConsensusattheUN ClimateChangeConferenceinDubai
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(COP28)andtheBakuClimateUnityPactreachedatCOP29,effectivelyadvancing
multilateralclimategovernanceprocesses.
Chinaiscommittedtodrivingtheglobalgreenenergytransition.Onthestrengthof

sustainedtechnologicalinnovation,arobustindustrialchainandsupplychainsystem,
fullmarketcompetition,anditssuper-largemarketadvantages,Chinahasaccelerated
thedevelopmentofthenewenergysector,enrichedglobalsupply,andalleviatedglobal
inflationarypressures.AccordingtotheInternationalRenewableEnergyAgency(IRE-
NA)'sRenewableEnergyCapacityStatistics2025,Chinaaccountedfornearly64%of
the585GWofnewlyinstalledglobalcapacityin2024,makingitthelargestcontribu-
tor.Thereportpointsoutthat"thecumulativeaveragelevelizedcostofelectricity
(LCOE)forwindandsolarprojectsworldwidehasdecreasedbyover60%and80%re-
spectively,withsignificantcontributionsfromChineseinnovation,manufacturingcapa-
bilities,andengineeringexpertise".Fortenyearsinarow,Chinahasledtheworldin
bothphotovoltaicandwindpowerinstallations,contributingmorethan45%ofthe
growthinglobalnon-fossilenergyconsumption.Bystrengtheninginternationalcooper-
ationinenergyandbuildingafirst-classbusinessenvironmentcharacterizedbymarket
orientation,ruleoflaw,andglobalization,Chinahaspartneredwithover100countries
andregionsingreenenergyprojects.Alargenumberoflandmarkenergyinitiativesand
small-scale,people-benefitingprojectshavetakenroot,effectivelyaddressingelectricity
shortagesandhighcostsinthehostcountries.China'spracticeshaveproventhatdevel-
opingcountriesarefullycapableoffindingabalancebetweenenvironmentalprotection
anddevelopmentandthatChinahasbutprovidedthemapathwayfortheirreference.

3.3LeadingGlobalEnvironmentalGovernance

Asaresponsiblemajorcountry,Chinahasalwaysactedinthecommoninterestof
humankind.Deeplyengagedinglobalenvironmentalgovernance,ithasimplementedin
realearnestinternationalconventionsandvoluntarilyundertakenenvironmentalgover-
nanceobligationsthatarecommensuratewithitsnationalconditions,development
stage,andcapabilities.Insodoing,Chinahastransformeditselffromaparticipantin
globalenvironmentalgovernancetoaleaderoftheprocess.AsPresidency,Chinasuc-
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cessfullyconvenedthe15thConferenceofthePartiestotheConventiononBiological
Diversity(COP15),whichissuedtheKunmingDeclarationandotherhigh-levelpoliti-
caloutcomedocuments,andpromotedtheadoptionofthemilestoneKunming-Mon-
trealGlobalBiodiversityFramework,whichsetsthetargetofeffectivelyprotectingat
least30%oftheworld'slandandoceansby2030,guidingtheglobalbiodiversityef-
fortontoapathofrecovery.
ChinaledthelaunchoftheInitiativefortheImplementationoftheKunming-Mon-

trealGlobalBiodiversityFramework,whichhasreceivedpositiveresponsesfromthein-
ternationalcommunity.ItupdatedandreleasedtheNationalBiodiversityConservation
StrategyandActionPlan(2023–2030),becomingthefirstdevelopingcountrytocom-
pletetheupdateaftertheframework'sadoption.Chinaalsotooktheleadbycontribut-
ing1.5billionyuantoestablishtheKunmingBiodiversityFund,whichisnowoperation-
al.Thefirstbatchofnineprojectscovering15developingcountriesisunderorganiza-
tionforimplementation,andthesecondroundofprojectproposalshasbeencollected.
InfaithfulimplementationoftheMontrealProtocolonSubstancesthatDepletethe

OzoneLayer,Chinahascumulativelyeliminatedmorethanhalfofthetotalamountof
ozone-depletingsubstancesphasedoutbydevelopingcountries,makingasignificant
contributiontoozonelayerprotectionandclimatechangemitigationasthelargestcon-
tributortoglobalozonelayerprotectionamongdevelopingcountries.
Chinahasactivelyparticipatedinintergovernmentalnegotiationsontheinternation-

alinstrumentonplasticpollutionbyputtingforwardChineseproposalsonkeyissues
andcontributingtoandleadingthedevelopmentofinternationalenvironmentalgover-
nancerules.AsthePresidency,Chinasuccessfullyhostedandconvenedthe14thMeet-
ingoftheConferenceoftheContractingPartiestotheRamsarConventiononWet-
lands(COP14),whichadoptedtheWuhanDeclarationandtheGlobalStrategicFrame-
workforWetlandConservation2025–2030,makingChina'scontributiontoglobal
effortstocurbandreversesystemicriskscausedbywetlanddegradation.
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3.4JointlyBuildingaGreenBeltandRoad

TheGreenBeltandRoadisanimportantplatformforpromotingthe"green
isgold"concept.Chinahasactivelyworkedwithparticipatingcountriesandinter-
nationalorganizationstoestablishcooperationmechanismsforgreenandlow-car-
bondevelopmentandcontinuouslyimprovetop-leveldesignandmultilateralcoop-
erationplatforms.Ithassignedenvironmentalcooperationagreementswithmore
than30countriesandinternationalorganizations,workedwith31countriesin
launchingtheBeltandRoadPartnershipforGreenDevelopmentInitiative,andco-
sponsoredtheBeltandRoadBeijingInitiativeforGreenDevelopmentwith21
countries.
Alongwithmorethan180Chineseandinternationalpartnersfromover40coun-

tries,Chinajointlyinitiatedandco-foundedtheBeltandRoadInitiativeInternational
GreenDevelopmentCoalition(hereinafterreferredtoasthe"GreenCoalition")—
thefirstinternationalcivilsocietyorganizationundertheGreenBeltandRoadframe-
work.TheCoalitionisdesignedtoprovideundertheBRIframeworkamultilateral
internationalcooperationplatformforpolicydialogueandcommunication,knowl-
edgeandinformationsharing,andgreentechnologyexchangeanddissemination,and
tofosterinternationalconsensus,cooperation,sharing,andjointactionforgreende-
velopmentalongtheBeltandRoad.TheGreenCoalitionhasactivelyleverageditsad-
vantagesinthefieldofenvironmentalandclimatedialoguebyorganizingnearly100
thematicevents,includingtheBRIgreeninnovationconference,greendevelopment
roundtable,andgreenfinanceandlow-carbondevelopmentforum.Incollaboration
withChineseandinternationalpartners,ithasreleasedover30policystudiessuchas
theBRIGreenDevelopmentOutlook,andChina'sActionsonSouth-SouthCoopera-
tioninAddressingClimateChange,withtherelevantresearch-basedrecommenda-
tionsfurnishingtechnicalsupportforChina'sannouncementtotheinternational
communityaboutitsprovisionandmobilizationofclimatefinanceforotherdevelop-
ingcountries.
BuildingontheGreenCoalition,ChinahaslaunchedtheGreenInvestmentandFi-

nancePartnership(GIFP),establishedaBRIgreenandlow-carbonexpertnetwork,and
developedtheBRIBigDataServicePlatformonEcologicalandEnvironmentalProtec-
tion.Inaddition,ithasimplementedtheGreenSilkRoadEnvoyProgramandthe
South-SouthcooperationforclimateadaptationundertheBRI,providingtrainingop-
portunitiesforover10,000peopleofmorethan120developingcountriestohelppart-
nercountriesenhanceenvironmentalmanagementandtalentdevelopmentinclimateac-
tion.
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Chinaattachesgreatimportancetocooperationineco-environmentalprotection
withintheShanghaiCooperationOrganization(SCO),havinghostedtheSCOCoun-
triesGreenDevelopmentForumandestablishedtheChina-SCO'sEcologicalandEnvi-
ronmentalProtectionInnovationBase.Relyingonmulti-dimensionalcooperation
frameworkssuchasChina-ASEAN environmentalcooperation,greencooperation
amongLancang-Mekongcountries,andChina-Africaenvironmentalcooperation,Chi-
napromotestheestablishmentofanewtypeofrelationsforSouth-Southenvironmen-
talcooperation.Throughmultipleactionssuchaslaunchingjointconservationprojects,
buildingtransboundaryecologicalcorridors,anddevelopingenvironmentalindustry
andtechnologycooperation,Chinapromotesinternationalcooperationaimedatsys-
tematicallyaddressingsustainabledevelopmentbottlenecks.Morethan80countries
havebenefitedfromChina'sactivesupportforbiodiversityconservationinotherdevel-
opingcountries.
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Conclusion
Naturewillneverfailusifwedon'tfailnature.GuidedbyXiJinpingThoughton

EcologicalCivilization,Chinahascreatedmiraclesinecologicalprotectionandgreen
developmentthatallowforharmoniouscoexistencebetweenhumanityandnature;itis
contributingtoglobalsustainabledevelopmentthroughrichpractices.Upholdingthe
spiritofgenuinemultilateralism,Chinaiscommittedtobuildingbridgesforopenco-
operationandadvancingthejointcreationofaprosperous,clean,andbeautifulworld.
Amelodyofharmonybetweenhumanandnaturefromtheeastisresonatingbeyond
nationalborders,joiningthesymphonyofsustainabledevelopmentonourblueplanet.
Lookingtothefuture,Chinaremainsresoluteinitsvision.Chinawilltakepragmat-

icandresponsibleactionstocoordinateeffortsincuttingcarbonemissions,reducing
pollution,expandinggreendevelopment,andfosteringgrowth.Chinawilldeeplyinte-
grateintoandactivelyleadtheglobalgreentransition,workinghandinhandwiththe
internationalcommunitytobuildabeautifulhomelandwithclearskiesandthriving
lives.Asaresponsiblemajorcountrythatisalsoadevelopingone,Chinawillcontinue
tosharegreentechnologies,experiences,andresourceswiththeworld,jointlyimple-
menttheUnitedNations2030AgendaforSustainableDevelopment,extensivelycarry
outinternationalcooperationongreenandlow-carbondevelopment,enhancetheenvi-
ronmentalsustainabilityofoverseasprojects,andencouragetheimportandexportof
greenandlow-carbonproductsinaconcertedefforttobuildagreenBeltandRoad.
Developmentistheengineofcivilizationalprogress;protectionisaresponsibilitywe

bearforthefuture.Guidedbytheconceptof"lucidwatersandlushmountainsarein-
valuableassets",thevastlandofChina—reinvigoratedafterenduringvicissitudesinhis-
tory—hasaccumulatedfarmorethanmaterialstrength,butmoreimportantly,apro-
foundreverenceforourhomelandandanardentcommitmenttoitsstewardship.This
enduringgreenforcewillundoubtedlyflowintomightyriversandseas,bringinglasting
andgiganticmomentumforhumanity'scollectivejourneytowardacleanandbetterfu-
ture.
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Note on Compilation

Launched as an official project in March 2025, this report was completed after five

The think tank report titled Lucid Waters and Lush Mountains for Beautiful China 

and World——China's Ecological Civilization Concept and Practice, and How They 

Inspire the World was prepared by a research team headed by Fu Hua, President of Xin
hua News Agency and the Director of the Academic Committee of Xinhua Institute, wit
h Lyu Yansong, Editor-in-Chief of Xinhua News Agency, serving as the deputy team l
eader and Ren Weidong, Deputy Editor-in- Chief of Xinhua News Agency, as the exe
cutive deputy team leader. The research team consists of members from Xinhua Instit
ute and the Research Center for Xi Jin-ping Thought on Ecological Civilization (i.e.,
Policy Research Center for Environment and Economy, Ministry of Ecology and Envi
ronment). The members of the research team from the Research Center for Xi Jinpin
g Thought on Ecological Civilization in-clude Hu Jun, Yu Hai, Zhang Qiang, Ning X
iaowei, Wang Peng, Ma Jingyue,and Yibei Feng. Those from the Xinhua Institute rese
arch team include Liu Gang, Chen Fang,Xue Ying, Cui Feng, Yuan Zhenyu, Cheng
Zheng, Gao Jing, Ge Chen, Zhang Jiawei,Zhu Han, Gu Xiaoli, Ren Qinqin, and Zhe
ng Keyi. Copy editors are Cheng Yunjie, Shi Hao, Yuan Ye, Guo Ying, Yang Hui, Zhao
Ying, Li Jianqing, Jiang Ting Ting, Luo Qi,Wang Siyuan, Wang Hongjiang, Wang Xiao
peng, Fu Shuangqi, Wang Meiqi and Wu Zi-yu.The charts and illustrations were produ
ced by Li Quan from Xinhuanet and Wang Hongliang from Chinese Research Academ
y of Environmental Sciences.
months of writing, revision, and review.
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